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Abstract

Study Summary: This study aimed to identify smart leadership practices in
Palestinian universities and their role in fostering creative behavior. The
researcher employed a descriptive-analytical method, a stratified random
sampling technique, and a questionnaire to collect data from 195 employees
occupying administrative leadership positions in the universities, ranging from
vice presidents to department heads. The study was conducted in three
Palestinian universities in the southern provinces, namely Al-Agsa, Al-Azhar,
and Islamic University.

The study reached the following results:

The study findings revealed a high level of agreement, with a percentage of
72.6% from the sample, regarding the current practice of smart leadership
in Palestinian universities.

The results showed that the surveyed universities demonstrated a high level
of agreement, with a relative weight of 73.15%, regarding the exercise of
creative behavior.

The study concluded that there is a statistically significant relationship at a
significance level of 0<0.05 between smart leadership and the development
of creative behavior in the surveyed universities, with a moderate positive
correlation coefficient of 0.671.

The study indicated that there is no statistically significant effect at a level
of 0<0.05 for two dimensions of smart leadership, namely emotional
intelligence and intellectual intelligence, on the development of creative
behavior. However, the study found a statistically significant effect at a
significance level of a<0.05 for one dimension of smart leadership, namely
spiritual intelligence, on the development of creative behavior.

Based on the study findings, the following recommendations were made:

Emphasize that administrative leaders in universities possess the ability to
persuade while making decisions that impact employees.

Institutionalize a policy of self-control among university administrative
leaders to reduce administrative control by relying on professional
conscience.

Provide opportunities for university employees to continuously present
creative ideas.
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