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Abstract

The study aimed at examining the impact of community
participation in the effectiveness of the strategic planning in the middle
area municipalities. The study depended on the descriptive-analytical
approach and its population included all of the (539) (Members of
Neighborhood Committees). Besides, the main tool of the study was a
questionnaire and a proportionate stratified sample of (240) members was
selected, each given the questionnaire. (196) members responded to the
questionnaire with a percentage of (81.67 %).

The study adopted the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences
(SPSS) and through a combination of descriptive and inferential methods,
several findings were reached. The most important finding was that the
reality of community participation in the municipalities of the middle area
governorates from the neighborhood committees' view was high, where the
relative weight of the total score was (74.86%). The dimension of
neighborhood committees ranked first (77.92%) and the dimension of the
existence of participation framework ranked (74.20%). In addition, the
dimension of citizens’ participation got (73.84%). Finally, the dimension
of the institutions’ participation got (73.50%) ranking the last place. The
effectiveness level of strategic planning in the middle area governorates
from the members of the neighborhood committees' view was high
(75.28%). The results also indicated that there was a statistically significant
correlation between community participation and the effectiveness of
strategic planning in the middle area governorates and that correlation was
direct with a correlation coefficient (0.800). the study also revealed that
there was a statistically significant effect of the dimensions of community
participation in the effectiveness of strategic planning in the municipalities
of the middle area governorates.

Based on the results of the study, the researcher presented a set of
recommendations, the most important of which is the promotion of
community participation culture among Palestinians which will benefit
the municipal plans and help meet the citizens' needs. Besides, activating
modern communication means to invigorate community participation
channels in the municipalities of the middle area governorates as well as
organizing scientific conferences, seminars and study days to develop
clear procedures for community participation, its parties and goals.
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